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The July 2021 Newsletter of 

St. John United Church of Christ (Reading) 

 

Pastor’s Page 

 Summer is here, the pandemic continues but with so many of our 

Family of Faith receiving the vaccination, we are feeling safer, and the 

cicadas are beginning to disappear!  There is so much to give our thanks 

and praise to God for these days, that I hope we take a moment to do so.  

No need to wait for thanksgiving, but go ahead and offer up a prayer of 

thanks right now.  Not sure what words to use, look up Psalm 30, or 40, or 

65, or 75.  But, probably the psalm you are most familiar with is Psalm 100 

– go ahead, look it up on your phone, or open your Bible, and offer up your 

thanks to our loving Triune God! 

 One of the things I am most thankful for is our worship.  On Sunday 

morning, more and more people are returning to the pews, or continuing to 

worship with us virtually.  The AV Ministry has purchased the new 

equipment and software needed that should make our live-streaming of 

worship at 10:00am the same high-quality product that is currently being 

posted and shared with ICRC.  What an answered prayer that will be! 

 As summer continues, and perhaps your vacation plans will actually 

come to fruition this year, remember that we now have the ability to 

worship with our home church 24/7 via YouTube and Facebook.  So, no 

matter what you have going on, continue to set aside some time each week 

to join together in worship.  And give thanks to the Lord that we can! 
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Board of Christian Nurture 

Save the date:  Outdoor Worship at Vorhees Park is set for September 12, 

2021. 

 

2021 VBS – “Serengeti 

Trek” – we handed out the Take 

Home VBS materials on June 20 – 

what a great way to provide the 

message of Jesus’ love for all the 

kids that are related to our 

church.  If you didn’t get signed 

up for a set of materials, please 

see Haven Reardon. 

And, speaking of kids, Rev. Torie is once again doing Children’s 

Chats this summer.  So, if you have young children in your family and they 

want to attend church with you, they’ll have a special time up front near 

the beginning of each service.  The Cozy Corner is also now ‘open’ and 

available for use as a cry room, if you have need.  But remember, children 

of all ages are always welcome in the sanctuary!   

In the fall, we will once again offer the Faith Formation classes for 

children.  These “Sunday School” classes will start immediately after the 

Children’s Chat and finish by 11:00am and will focus on teaching our kids 

Bible stories.  If you are interested in helping out by teaching one Sunday 

every now and again (no more than once a month – less if we get more 

help), please let Haven know.  All materials will be provided.  Please 

prayerfully consider making a vital difference in the lives of our youngest 

members.  Think back – can you remember the loving person who taught 

you the story of David and Goliath?!  This is a holy opportunity to make a 
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lasting impact on the faith life of our children – the same children that we 

promise to help raise in a Christian environment every time we have a 

baptism. 

“What about the adults?” you might ask?!  Is there interest in a 

Sunday School class for adults?  If so, we’d love to get a class going.  

Please let Haven Reardon know if you are interested in a Sunday School 

class for adults, starting this fall. 

 Water Aerobics are off and running, or splashing!  Shirley Waddell 

has graciously offered us her pool, and Rev. Torie is leading us in a 

vigorous 45-minute workout on Tuesdays at 11:30am and Thursdays at 

6:00pm.  If you are interested, please sign up outside the Cozy Corner or 

call the Church Office.  All are welcome – even just to sit by the side of the 

pool and chat while we work out! 

 Christian Nurture is pleased to 

announce the Fall Bus Trip this year – 

Saturday, November 6 – destination:  

Yellow Springs, Ohio!  More information 

will be forthcoming, along with a price, 

but mark your calendars now so that 

date stays open and you can join us on 

the Fall Bus Trip! And of course, our 

very own Phil Hogan will be our driver and entertainer! 

 Rummage Sale!  The 

dates for the 2021 

Rummage Sale are set:  

August 12-14 (Thursday, 

Friday, Saturday).  The 

Rummage Sale will be open 

from 10:00am – 2:00pm 

each day.  Members may 
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start bringing their Rummage donations on July 25, and the pre-sorting 

will be held throughout that three-week period leading up to the 

Rummage Sale.  Shirley Waddell is putting together some raffle baskets, 

and needs your donation of a restaurant gift card.  Rev. Torie is in charge of 

the food and bake sale items, and will need your home-baked donations for 

each day of the Rummage Sale.  Sign up sheets to help out will be posted, 

and we hope that having shorter days will help us get even more 

volunteers! 

 Need a St. John UCC shirt?  The Board of Christian Nurture is taking 

orders now through July 12 for three different shirts: 

1. Red, short sleeve, polo shirt, with St. John UCC embroidered logo 

2. Red, short or long sleeve t-shirt, with “I  my church” on the front 

3. Red, crewneck sweatshirt, with “I  my church” on the front 

Prices range from $10-$30 – pick up an order form on the Deacon’s Table 

outside the sanctuary, or call the church office to make your order.  You 

may put your shirt order in the offering plate on Sunday, or drop it off at 

the church office sometime. Please include your payment (cash or check) 

when making your order.  Thank you! 

 Our July Fellowship event is an 

outdoor Ice Cream Social on Sunday, 

July 25th, immediately following 

worship.  Hope to see you there! 

 Lunch Bunch is back!  Join us for 

lunch at Panera immediately following 

worship on Sunday, July 11.  All are 

welcome! 
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Save the date:  Shirley’s Annual Pool 

Party – August 28, 2021, at 2:00pm. 

Save the date:  Women’s Retreat at Higher 

Ground – October 22-24, 2021 

 

Board of Deacons 

Our Thursday night Food Distribution program is continuing to 

meet needs and be a blessing to our community, and to our volunteers who 

help out!  Several of these volunteers are planning summer trips, and we 

will need some new helpers.  If you are available to help on Thursdays 

from 4:00pm – 5:40pm, please see Susie Koehler 

or shoot her an email.  We will need help all 

summer long, with a special plea to anyone who 

is ‘tall’ and can help put up and take down our 

canopies.  You will be blessed by this time of 

serving our community in Christian love, so 

please prayerfully consider helping out.  You 

can help out one week a month, or every week, 

or even for 20 minutes only (as we continue to 

celebrate our 20th year of serving our 

community through food!) 

 

Board of Elders 

 Do you know every nook and cranny of your 

church?!  Would you like to know more about the history 

of your church? Do you like to go exploring?  Do you 

think Jeff Davis and Bruce Koehler would make an 

interesting team to share their life-long experiences at this 
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church?!  Then – join them after worship for a tour of St. John UCC! We 

will let you know when a date has been determined! 

 We are looking for Liturgists to serve this August, September, and 

October.  If you can’t commit to the whole month, please sign up for a few 

weeks and share with someone else.  Thank you for helping to lead 

worship in this most meaningful way.  If you’ve not been a Liturgist 

before, don’t let that stop you – all are welcome, and training is provided! 

 Greeters and Ushers are also needed – if you like to 

meet people, and don’t mind arriving at church at 9:30am, 

please sign up to be a Greeter this summer!  Ushers are 

tasked with handing out the bulletin (or placing them in the 

pews!) and taking up the offering.  Training provided, so let 

us know if you are willing to help. 

 The Board of Elders, at their June meeting, came to the conclusion 

that the best way to increase attendance and ensure the future of this 

church is for all of us to invite people to attend worship.  That personal 

touch, telling them about the amazing ministries we do, the beautiful 

music that is part of our worship service, our 

friendly and inspiring minister, and all our 

welcoming fellowship truly makes St. John UCC a 

great place for people to come and learn more about 

our Triune God.  So, who could/should you invite?! 
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Lectionary Page 

 

Scripture Bible Study Sermon 

2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10 

Psalm 48 

2 Corinthians 12:2-10 

Mark 6:1-13 

 

June 29 July 4 

Communion Sunday 

2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19 

Psalm 24 

Ephesians 1:3-14 

Mark 6:14-29 

 

July 6 July 11 

2 Samuel 7:1-14z 

Psalm 89:20-37 

Ephesians 2:11-22 

Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 

 

July 13 July 18 

2 Samuel 11:1-15 

Psalm 14 

Ephesians 3:14-21 

John 6:1-21 

 

No Bible Study 

on July 20 

July 25 

2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a 

Psalm 51:1-12 

Ephesians 4:1-16 

John 6:24-35 

 

July 27 –Pool 

party at 

Shirley’s for all 

Bible study 

participants! 

August 1 

Bob Cutter 

Preaching 
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Board of Property and Finance 

 Bored of Property and Finance?... Hope not!!!   We are still actively 

working on many projects and issues regarding the church property, 

missions and finances.   

Among those are: 

We have had two different carillon systems 

demonstrated to us and we will be choosing a new system 

to replace our aging carillon, one that will best serve the 

church and the community.  We expect the cost to be in the 

$8,000-$11,000 range. 

If you are interested in funding part or the whole project, please see Gary 

Kurtz.  This will be a blessing to our community and help us continue to 

“ring out the Good News” for many more years. 

As the church re-opens, we are again looking to fill the Event 

Manager position.  This Manager would be paid on a per-event basis and 

would promote, market and rent our facilities to outside groups, 

organizations and events, and manage those events as they occur.  If you 

are interested in this position, or know of someone who would be good, 

please contact Gary Kurtz. 

We also continue to develop and refine 

new sanctuary painting and remodeling ideas.  

Working with a local Interior Designer and a 

group of our church members, we have chosen a 

concept that we are further refining and 

detailing.  Once finished and agreed upon, we 

expect to make a presentation to the 

congregation, and hopefully get approval to 

move forward with painting and some minor changes to the sanctuary.  

We will keep you informed. 
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We were not selected to receive a grant from the National Fund for Sacred 

Places, for which we had applied, hoping to receive funding to replace our 

aging roof. We will now seek several roofing proposals and see what the 

best recommendation for replacement or repair is, and what the costs 

might be.  This will be a major project, and one that has been needed for 

quite some time.   

We are happy that church is open again and our outside groups are 

returning.  It is great to see many of you at worship again.  We continue to 

keep everyone in our prayers and thank the Lord for keeping a watchful 

eye over us all.  Amen.   

 

 

July Birthdays 

July 3 Becky Davis 

July 10 Wilma Schulte 

July 11 Ann Feldman 

July 15 Ann Seebohm 

July 23 Burchy Schulte 

July 23 Shirley Martin 

July 24 Denise Hall 

July 24 Whitney Reardon 

July 25 Glenda Richardson 

July 28 Sandy Graves 

July 30 Jeff Davis 
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Prayer Requests 

Prayers for those facing risks 

For front line workers 

For those in the path of violence, or drug and other addictions 

For the homeless 

For all young people struggling with their faith 

 

Prayers for our friends suffering from illness or facing surgery 

For Donnie Sanders 

For Carol Nieman 

For Jennifer Bray 

For Diane Forster 

For Tim Wooten, Bruce & Susie’s son-in-law 

For Linda Read 

For Pauline Fuchs 

For Sheldon, Wanda’s nephew 

For Mike, Doug, Tracy and family 

For Pat and Scott, Kathy’s sister and nephew 

For Michael Grant, Judi’s son 

For June, Linda’s mom 

For George and Georgia F. 

For Burchy Schulte 

For Bobby, Judi’s brother 

For Gary Tucker 

 

 

Prayers for families and friends who have lost dear ones 

For Tara Bagford & family 
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